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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the status of 
related applications must be inserted before line 1, on page 1 of the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claims 22, 23/25, 24/25, 25-27, 29/25, 30/25 and 31/25 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. The phrase 
"-like" in claim 25 renders the claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) 
elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "-like"), thereby rendering the 
scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 24/25, 25, 29/25, 30/25 and 31/25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Noel ('408). Applicant's arguments have been considered but are 
not deemed persuasive for the reasons of record. Concerning the allegation that the 
seams between the tubes in the reference do not form "stiffening struts", the reference's 
seams, as shown in Figures 13 and 15 for example, disclose what may be considered 
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to be struts in that they have a vertical dimension and are elongated along the length of 
the tubes. The joined series of tubes shown in the Figures of the reference may be 
considered to be a "block" of tubes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 22, 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Noel ('408). Applicant's arguments have been considered but are not deemed 
persuasive. Concerning the discussion of claims 22 and 23, the features set forth in 
these claims are considered to be obvious over the reference for the same reasons as 
set forth in the previous office action. 

7. Claims 22-24/25, 25, 26/25, 27/25 and 29-31/25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over DE 19715529. The reference discloses a plurality of 
elongated foam segments bonded together next to each other with adhesive; see the 
Abstract. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use any well- 
known material, such as PET or SAN, as the foam material in the product of the 
reference since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to 
select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. Similarly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use a closed-cell foam as the foam material in the product of the reference 
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since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a 
known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious 
design choice. Concerning claim 27, the phrases "formed by means of extrusion", etc. 
are process limitations that add no patentably distinguishing features to the final 
product. 

8. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over either 
DE 19715529 or Noel 9'408) each in view of Cate et al 2004/00001945. The primary 
references disclose a plurality of elongated foam segments bonded together next to 
each other with adhesive or by welding; see the Abstracts. The secondary reference 
discloses the desirability of using stretched closed-cell foam in structural composites to 
provide strength properties in a particular direction; see [0010] and [0029] for example. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use stretched foam 
segments in the products of the primary references in view of the teachings in the 
secondary reference to provide enhanced structural properties in a particular direction 
for a specific end use. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Thomas whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1502. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-4:00 M-THUR. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on 571-272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Alexander Thomas/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 



